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Todd Sekuler

Queer Kinship Objects

This presentation brings queer kinship into the archive. Building on a growing body of
research that casts relatedness as an open question, it outlines an emerging project
that investigates the potential of archives to generate forms of kinship that transcend
biological or heteronormative modes of relating, while extending beyond the framework
of chosen families. It focuses on the example of AIDS archives, a vast landscape of
personal, community and institutional collections that continues to expand across the
European region. Drawing from a variety of literatures, it suggests that the objects of
such archives, as material and affective agents, can foster varied and unpredictable
modes of relating, and contribute to further rethinking heritage as an open-ended,
dynamic, non-linear process shaped by affect, absence, and imagination.
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